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Save The Date! Blooming Marvellous

Taste Of Christmas

Our annual sunflower contest saw students tending 
some gigantic specimens in their gardens.

The tallest, measuring 8ft 6in, was grown by Jenny, 
winning her a £20 gift card. Second and third prizes of 
£15 and £10 gift cards went to Jamie and Paul. All those 
students who took part were presented with certificates. 
Well done, you green-fingered bunch!

Jenny receives her prize from garden centre supervisor 
Jo Taylor

It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas at our skills centres – 
even though some of us are still 
clinging onto the dog days of 
summer!

We have cautiously decided to go 
ahead with our Christmas craft 
fair, which we have scheduled 
for Saturday 4th December 
from 11am-3pm. That caution 
is because the health of our 
students, staff and customers is 
paramount, and we are constantly 

vigilant about the threat posed by Covid-19. However, 
we believe that with additional precautions in place, 
such as limiting the number of people inside rooms at 
any one time and asking for masks to be worn, we can 
safely get plans underway.

That means our two skills centres are now hives of 
activity, with students and instructors busy creating lots 
of lovely things for you to buy as gifts or a festive treat 
– including ceramic tree decorations and ornaments, 
woodwork, handicrafts, delicious chutneys and jams, as 
well as Christmas cards, wrapping paper, gift bags and 
labels.

The craft fair is a real highlight of our calendar and an 
important fundraiser so being forced to cancel last year’s 
event because of the pandemic was a blow. We love 
inviting visitors old and new to the Vineyard to choose 
their Christmas tree, enjoy a sausage roll or mince pie 
and a warming drink, stock up on our sparkling and still 
wine to toast the holiday season, and take a tour of our 
classrooms to see and talk about the wonderful work 
our students produce throughout the year. 

There will also be stalls run by local artisans and a grand 
raffle. (If you work for a local business willing to offer 
a raffle prize please pop into the office or email info@
fifthtrust.co.uk).

The Vineyard Café is taking bookings for our popular 
Christmas lunches, available weekdays from 1st – 17th 
December.  Students and staff will be cooking up a 
storm to help you start the festivities in style. 

Choose from two courses for £20 or three courses for 
£25. There’s delicious vegetarian and vegan options 
– and don’t forget to take a look at our wine list too! 
Booking is essential on cafe@fifthtrust.co.uk. Please 
note that the maximum group booking size is 14 
people.
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Meet The Students: Georgia B

Our Grateful Thanks Go To Fundraisers

Instructor Reima Barton presents Alex with a champions’ cup 
made by students

 Georgia started at The Fifth Trust last year during the pandemic, so initially her experience 
was entirely online, accessing sessions remotely when our skills centres were closed to 
students.

“It was really good,” she said. “I liked the discos.” In fact, the 24-year-old was so comfortable 
using our digital service we were able to persuade her to present a session of her own – 
a round-up of the week’s TV soaps.  Georgia, from Herne Bay, is a massive fan of all the 
favourites like EastEnders, Coronation Street and Emmerdale, and her knowledge of all 
the characters and long-running plots is astounding! “I’ve got a really good memory,” she 
admitted.

Now we’re back, Georgia attends the Vineyard and Barham skills centres four days a week 
and is hard pressed to come up with a favourite activity. “I do pottery, music, art, cook 
club… I enjoy doing them all.” But she is clear on what the best thing about coming in 
person is: “I’ve got loads of friends here!”

September was a bumper month for donations!

We were blown away by the success of young supporter 
Alex Ivil’s sponsored haircut in aid of The Fifth Trust. The 
10-year-old from Bridge raised an incredible £1,285 from 
family and friends by making his first visit to the barbers in 
two years. Read the full story on our website.

Our staff team of cyclists took part in the KM Big Bike 
Ride, pedalling 50km and raising £1,055 to be split 70:30 
between us and educational charity Inspire Schools. 

We were the lucky winners in the Asda Foundation green 
tokens vote, thanks to our supporters and customers at 
the Canterbury store. We will receive £500 to spend on 
art materials.

Canterbury Christ Church University CCSU Music Society 

has chosen us as their charity of the year 2021/22. 
Students with a passion for music – from classical and 
jazz to rock and pop – join a range of ensembles which 
perform at events around the city, at which they will be 
collecting donations for us.

We are also grateful to Clipgate Farm, who filled a 
collection tin with £140 for us, and the regular givers 
who support us every month through a direct debit. Our 
heartfelt thanks goes to you all.

Every penny we receive in these ways helps fund rewarding 
educational and creative activities for 150 adults with 
learning disabilities. If you would like to find out more 
about supporting us, please visit fifthtrust.co.uk and click 
on Get Involved. If you are arranging a fundraising event 
for us, please contact our Communications & PR Manager 
jane.ward@fifthtrust.co.uk. 
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