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Goodbye To 2021 Deck The Doors

Taste Of Christmas

Our Christmas wreath-making workshops proved wildly 
popular, with three evening events quickly sold out!

Led by garden centre supervisor and qualified florist 
Jo Taylor, the workshops showed participants how to 
craft their own beautiful door decoration for the festive 
season. Following some lovely feedback, Jo plans to run 
a series of seasonal workshops throughout 2022 – watch 
out for details here and on our social media channels.

We finished what has proved to 
be another challenging year for us 
all on a welcome high note. Our 
Christmas craft fair on 4 December 
proved a great success, making an 
incredible £10,300! We share some 
images from the day in this issue.

The total raised is testament to the 
hard work of all our staff in the 
weeks and months leading up to 
the event and the amazing talents 
of our students. All profits will help 
enhance the opportunities we offer 

to the 150 adults with learning disabilities we support 
every week.

It was a second year dominated by Covid but we were 
fully prepared for what turned out to be another three-
month lockdown. Through The Fifth Trust Online we 
offered an extensive programme of activities on Zoom, 
which continued when some students returned in 
person after Easter. 2021 also saw us begin the long-
awaited redevelopment of our Barham skills centre 
following a £1.6 million fundraising campaign. The extra 
space and new facilities will allow us to increase student 
numbers, create a new service for learning disabled 
people with profound physical conditions and launch a 
life skills programme for students preparing to live more 
independently.

We have plenty to look forward to. But clearly the 
pandemic is far from over and so our priority remains 
the safety of our students and staff, and customers at 
the Vineyard. With tried and tested safety procedures in 
place, we will continue to offer on-site student services 
wherever possible but if necessary we are ready to 
switch to online services instantly, meaning we will 
always be here for our students and their families.

I wish you all a happy Christmas with your loved ones.
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We have launched an online shop to help promote The 
Fifth Trust product ranges to a wider audience.

Ideal for customers who aren’t local to the Vineyard, 
or who just prefer to buy remotely, the online shop 
went live in time to sell students’ Christmas cards. It 
currently features Elham Valley Vineyard wines as well 
as National Garden Vouchers. Items can be delivered to 
the whole of the UK.

Next year we will expand the shop to include more 
student ranges, such as woodwork, more greetings 
cards, pottery and jams and chutneys.

Visit www.vineyardgardencentre.co.uk/shop.
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All The Fun Of The (Craft) Fair 
Mulled wine, mince pies, carolling, and gift ideas galore – we certainly kicked off the festive season in style!


