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Happy Christmas Ewan’s Snowman is a Winner!
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Chief Executive Officer

This is a year we will all be glad to see the back of, especially 
as we will start 2021 with the national vaccination 
programme underway and the hope of a return to normal 
before too long.

All of us here at The Fifth Trust are so proud of the way 
our students have coped with so much change and 
uncertainty, and I would like to thank all our families for 
their understanding throughout the year. We have done 
all we can to make everyone feel supported, for example 
through weekly catch-up phone calls and sending out 
activity packs and birthday cards throughout the first 
lockdown, but realise that is scant compensation for 
missing out on coming in to the day centres and seeing 

friends.

A big thank you too to all 
the staff who helped us set 
up and run our new online 
provision which I know has 
made such a difference to 
students unable to attend. 
A special mention must go 
to Madeline and Lynne who 
volunteered their time to run 
sessions. 

We couldn’t have our usual 
Christmas celebration this 
year, but thanks to our online 
service we did still get to 
party – and we were joined 
by a VIP guest!

Sadly there was no way of holding our craft fair – a lovely 
annual event and a massive revenue spinner. We are still 
selling students’ work in the garden centre and farm shop 
though, so if you are after a special Christmas gift do come 
and visit us.

A quick reminder that we reopen for students on 11th 
January with a new start time of 9am. 

Zoom sessions start again on 4th January. The temporary 
rotas remain in place and we will review them in March, 
when hopefully everything will look a lot brighter.

I hope you all have a happy and healthy Christmas and 
look forward to seeing you all again soon.

Our design a Christmas card 
competition, held during the second 
lockdown, proved popular with 
students.

We received over 30 entries and the 
difficult task of selecting a winner went 

to The Fifth Trust 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
manager, Jane. 
Congratulations to 
Ewan for his striking 
design of a paper 
cut-out snowman. 
This has been made 
up into cards for him to send to friends 
and family this year, and it will be the 
principal Christmas 
card design we sell 
next year. 

Ewan also won a £20 
Amazon voucher.
The entries were so good that two 
additional runner-up prizes of £10 
Amazon vouchers were presented to 
Debbie and Susie G.

*Don’t forget that cards designed 
by students and printed at our skills 
centre are available all year round at 
the Vineyard.

Ewan's winning 
card design.

Runner up
Suzie G

Runner up
Debbie E

Ewan receives his prize and certificate from Manager 
Mike and CEO Nikki.
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I live at home with my Mum and Dad and I am 52 now.

I have been coming to the Fifth Trust for 7 years next 
month. I come 5 days a week. 

I like to come, it is really nice, I get on well with all the 
students and staff. I have made lots of friends, my best 
friends are Robert M, Mikey B, Chloe and Fran.

I really like going and working in other people's gardens 
and doing log deliveries. I like stacking the logs at the 
houses we go to.

This year I missed going to do the gardens because we 
couldn't go because of Covid and the germs, to keep us 
and the people safe.

When we can do gardening I like cutting the grass, 
strimming and weeding patios. Making the gardens tidy 
makes me happy.

I do horticulture and work in the Plant Centre most of the 
time. I also do print with Sue. I enjoy Print, I came second 
in the pumpkin drawing competition. I have only been in 
Print 2 months now and I am getting used to it.

At home I like to watch football on the telly. My favourite 
team is Tottenham. I have a season ticket and go to games 
when I can. My favourite players are Kane and Son. I badly 
miss going to watch football, I cant wait to go back. It 
means a lot to me and makes me happy.

Mark's Mum told us:

''Mark started at the Trust on a part time basis on the 
recommendation of his social worker and just over 2 
years ago he was fortunate enough to go full time.

He is always up bright and early with his bag packed 
ready for his taxi. Mark thrives on the routine and social 
interaction and the Trust offers this in abundance. He 
loves the variety of tasks on offer, he also finds no day is 
the same and has even learnt some computer skills.

As parents we are reassured that he is in a safe and happy 
environment and can see how he has grown in confidence.
We have a great deal of respect for the staff. We have 
always found them approachable and supportive and 
nothing is too much trouble for them.

We can't thank the team at The Fifth Trust enough for 
their patience, support and the opportunities they have 
given Mark'.

Our students couldn’t come to our usual Christmas party 
because of Covid-19 – so we brought the party to them!

It was a real shame not to 
be able to get together 
at Barham village hall 
but the next best thing 
was to meet up online. 
On 16 December 60 
students donned their 
jolliest Christmas 
jumpers, grabbed the 
mince pies and enjoyed 
festive fun including 
Lynn and Dom’s virtual 
disco, Penny’s poem and 
plenty of games. 

A very special surprise 
was a Christmas story 
from The Fifth Trust 
ambassador Pam Ferris. 
Pam delighted everyone 
with her reading of A 
Kidnapped Santa Claus by 
L. Frank Baum (author of 
The Wizard of Oz). 

If you would like to listen, 
Pam has kindly given us permission to share it – visit The 
Fifth Trust Vineyard Garden Centre and Café Facebook 
page for details.
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There’s still time to enter our New Year raffle and bag 
yourself a treat! We have some tasty prizes up for grabs – 
so be sure to buy some tickets when you visit the Vineyard 
garden centre and farm shop.

First prize is a three-course prosecco dinner for two at The 
Ambrette. The winners will be able to tuck into delicious 
contemporary Asian cuisine at the award-winning 
restaurant in Canterbury once restrictions are lifted.

We also have £20 vouchers for the garden centre and café 
to be won, plus our own Elham Valley wine, chocolates and 
toiletries – good for some indulgent pampering!

Tickets are £5 a strip and can also be purchased by calling 
01227 832022 or calling in at the office. The draw will be 
on 15 January 2021.

Our thanks go to all the local businesses who have 
contributed prizes. All proceeds will go towards our work 
supporting adults with learning disabilities.

Our Thanks to Pam Ferris for 
reading us a festive story
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 No Stopping Christmas 
Party Fun!

Everyone enjoyed dancing to
some festive music

Students were able 
to join our virtual 
party both on our 

sites and from 
home
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