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Online Development
A third national lockdown was 
not the start to the new year 
any of us wanted, but at least 
we were totally prepared this 
time round. 

Our first and most important 
consideration is our students’ 
safety. With the new variant of 

Covid-19 proving so contagious and numbers of cases still 
on the rise I felt the only  responsible thing to do was to 
close the skills centres in line with secondary schools until 
at least 15 February. We will be reviewing this regularly 
based on the latest government announcements. 

Fortunately our online services are now well-established, 
so we’re continuing to offer a wide range of daily sessions 
for students. It’s great to see them joining our instructors 
for cookery classes, art, exercises, fun and games, discos 
and karaoke, story time and the ever-popular chat club, 
where they can catch up with their friends. I’d encourage 
anyone yet to give the online sessions a go to try out a 
class – if you need any help with accessing them, just let 
us know. 

Again with safety in mind, we decided to temporarily 
close the farm shop and takeaway until the end of this 
month at least and focus on log sales and deliveries at the 
garden centre, which can be seen as essential purchases 
when we are all being instructed to stay at home in these 
coldest of months. With deliveries running on weekdays 
only, we are shutting the garden centre at the weekend. 

As in the first lockdown we will again be keeping in 
regular contact with students and their families but if 
you need support or information in the meantime please 
get in touch. There will be someone in the office every 
weekday or you can email me: nikki.marley@fifthtrust.
co.uk.  

Keep safe, keep well.

Our online provision is centre stage again with the latest 
lockdown.

We are hoping to add some new sessions to the online 
provision over the next few weeks. We are looking at 
running a further cookery session based on TV’s ‘Ready 
Steady Cook’ and are also hoping to trial a dance session. 
We have also been able to add a third exercise session, 
a popular choice for students, to our weekly schedule. 

Behind the scenes we’ve been researching and 
developing a permanent virtual service to reach more 
adults with learning disabilities. Our aim is to offer the 
package to students unable to attend a day centre in 
person, with no limit on where they live.

We have spent time trialling different delivery options 
and have made the decision to use Ayotree, an online 
platform which offers a choice of virtual classrooms, 
including the ability to incorporate our existing Zoom 
account.

The site  offers a complete management system including 
online enrolment and payments, student progress 
reports, financial reports and staff management.

We are creating a package including the social sessions 
our students will recognise from our Zoom programme 
– such as quizzes and chat club - as well as structured 
courses including life skills, based on the sessions we run 
face to face. These, ultimately could include sessions for 
horticulture, cookery and media. 

Students and staff meet online for a Chat Club session
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We’re bidding a fond farewell to two familiar faces – garden 
centre manager Rebecca and café manager Elizabeth. 

Rebecca hung up her secateurs at Christmas after five 
years here. Having started as a Sunday staff member 
at the garden centre she quickly threw herself into 
The Fifth Trust life, working closely with students.  
She took on the manager role in 2017 and firmly 
cemented the garden centre’s reputation for offering 
quality nursery stock and friendly expert advice. 

Elizabeth will be leaving us in February. She started 
out as a volunteer and joined the staff 10 years ago. 
Elizabeth helped set up Cook Club and became café 
manager in 2017, getting students involved in every 
aspect, from preparing food to serving customers. 
She oversaw the café’s refurbishment and has 
actively promoted our Elham Valley Vineyard wines. 

We all wish Rebecca and Elizabeth the very best as 
they start new chapters in their lives, and hope to 
welcome them back for Vineyard visits before too long.

Meet 
The

Online 
Students

Jenny  N

Thanks to a £5,000 grant from the Morrisons Foundation, more 
students will be able to take part in woodwork sessions. 

The money went towards the purchase and installation of a local 
exhaust ventilation (LEV) system to replace a dust extractor at our 
Vineyard Wood Shack workshop. The specialist equipment extracts 
large volumes of airborne contaminants, leaving the air clean enough 
even for students with health conditions like asthma to work safely. 

The Wood Shack produces popular items for sale including log 
stores, garden benches and dog kennels. Made from locally sourced, 
sustainable supplies, all items can be made to our own or bespoke 
designs. 

We are extremely grateful for the Morrisons Foundation’s support.  Andrew H shows the LEV at work

Wood Shack Gets A Breath Of Fresh Air

Jenny has been attending The Fifth Trust since 2009 as an 
external student. Jenny will be 51 soon and lives with her 
parents in Bekesbourne.

Also often known as ‘Jenny Wren’ by her friends she now 
attends the centres every day. Jenny often brings home 
items she has produced in pottery and drawings from her 
art sessions and sometimes from sewing where she has 
made several cushions. She has also learnt to complete 
puzzles online during her time in media and with Ernie.

She particularly likes joining in the Zoom sessions which 
have been so well designed and have enabled her to see 
and meet her friends online whilst the centres are closed.

Her favourites on Zoom are games of Higher and Lower, 
Bingo and quizzes, Karaoke and disco sessions which she 
thinks are great fun and she is always filled with laughter 
and great amusement whilst watching everyone and 
joining in and she enjoys colouring in her books whilst she 
listens to Penny’s stories and watching cooking and art.

Jenny loves puzzles and spends a lot of time doing them 
with her Mum and Dad as well as frequently taking part in 
cooking at home too. 

Thank You

Rebecca Elizabeth
John N

Jenny’s Father


