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Mike checking the Seyval grapes 
for ripeness, in preparation for 

harvest

Our new still white wine is 
now available to purchase 

at our Café
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Nikki’s Column

Nikki Marley,
Chief Executive Officer

It’s heartening to see how well everyone has adapted to 
the new ways of doing things to ensure we stay safe and 
Covid-19 secure. 

Obviously, we are keeping a close eye on the changing 
regulations and advice and will continue to do everything 
possible to offer the fullest range of services we can, both 
onsite and online. 

Some positive changes you will see more of in the coming 
weeks relate to the way we promote The Fifth Trust. We 
decided to take action, because visitors to the Vineyard 
Garden Centre and Café can fail to realise that they have 
anything to do with a charity - especially at the weekend 
when our students aren’t around. Our hope is that once 
we make the connection clearer, they will be even more 
likely to support us! 

The first step was to have new logos designed which better 
reflect the link between the Trust and the commercial 
operations.
  
Coming soon, we will be launching a smart new website 
promoting all that we do, explaining all the services we 
offer, and encouraging more people to come along to 
shop and eat! 

Also on the list is the signage outside the Vineyard which 
will be updated with the new logo and details of what’s 
on offer. 

While so much remains uncertain, it is good to plan for 
and look to a brighter future. 

As Our Story went to press, we were preparing to bring 
in our grape harvest at the Vineyard.  Samples are to be 
sent for analysis at the end of the week, to check for the 
required sugar content. 

It’s always a special time 
but never more so than this 
year, when the lockdown 
put the entire enterprise 
at risk. Fortunately, we 
were able to save the 
Seyval Blanc grapes so 
the horticulture students’ 
hard work last winter was 
not wasted and there will 
be a 2020 vintage of our 
still white wine on the 
shelves next year. 

We’re keeping a close 
eye on the vines, waiting 
for the moment when 
the grapes reach peak 
sweetness. Once picked, 
the grapes will go to our 
winemaker, Defined 
Wines in Bridge, where 
they will be fermented 
and blended with another 
English variety grown 
locally before bottling and 
maturing. 

Last year the Seyval vines 
produced 1,230 bottles – 
which recently went on 
sale at the café and farm 
shop to good reviews – 
and we are hoping for 
another good harvest.  

Our Bacchus vines have 
not fared well in recent 
years so we will be 
replacing them shortly, 
possibly with more Seyval.

The Trust's new main logo
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My name is Diana and I live at Bridge House with 7 other 
people. I have been there quite a long time. I am very 
happy indeed living at Bridge House and the staff are very 
nice.
My hobbies are doing jigsaw puzzles, colouring, walking 
round the village and walking Emma's dog. My dislike, it 
is gardening.
I like going to the Centres for work. At the Greenbanks 
Skill Centre I like doing needlework with Penny and Media 
with Ernie. At the Vineyard I like doing Woodwork with 
Les and Mick and the Café with everybody. 
The lock-down made me upset, confused and anxious. 
I was also worried for my Mum and family. Because of 
the lock-down I am missing my friends Lucy, who lives at 
Greenbanks and Luisa who goes to Zumba with me and 
lives at Valley House. I hope to see them soon.
Recently, I am very pleased to see my Mum and family 
members in our garden because we could not do that at 
the beginning of lock-down. I am missing my dog very 
much indeed. She is called Maggie.
At the beginning of lock-down Ernie set up Zoom so we 
can do some sessions which we do at the Centres online 
and meet up with other students. 
When we use Zoom it made me happy. The sessions I 
enjoyed most was the exercises, because I could not go to 
Zumba and the cooking.
Diana's house manager Annette told us:
"Diana likes to be involved in everything as she likes to 
keep busy.
Diana is happy to seek support from staff to promote her 
choices to enjoy a full and varied social calendar as well as 
dealing with any changes, as Diana can become anxious 
with change.
Initially Diana asked lots of questions and was worried 
when Covid 19 changed her lifestyle and abilities to see 
her family as Diana has a close relationship with them.
Contact via Zoom sessions have been a vital source of 
communication be it with family or the Fifth Trust sessions.
Diana has enjoyed being able to see and join in the sessions 
and has been very helpful using her laptop in social areas 
to include her friends in Bridge House to access sessions 
too.
Diana is very happy to be back at Day Services to resume 
some level of normal routines. "

We were delighted to play 
Cupid when customer 
Daniel Shilling chose the 
Rose Walk at the Vineyard 
to propose to his girlfriend 
Elizabeth in February 
2017 – and even happier 
when she said yes! 

From that happy ending 
comes a happy beginning – now married, the couple have 
just had baby Rex Willem, and kindly shared this lovely 
photo with us. We send our warmest congratulations to 
the new family.

Exciting times as the builders were finally able to come 
onsite at Greenbanks to start the redevelopment works 
that will see us able to offer a fabulous new skills centre 
environment.  

They will be clearing space 
for three environmentally 
efficient linked buildings 
to provide classrooms 
for media, photography 
and design; arts and 
crafts; and an amenity 
hub. This is great news 
for our students – and 
instructors – who have 

been making do with facilities well past their prime. 

We will be tracking the builds progress closely so look out 
for regular updates on our website and social media pages.

Students in our Pottery 
sessions have been 
enjoying the last of the 
good weather gathering 
leaves from our vineyard 
and grounds to use as 
stencils to make leaf dishes 
out of clay. 

We roll the clay out flat 
and press the leaves down 
so that the vein patterns are embossed into the surface. 
Then we cut around the edge, peel the leaf away and 
place the clay into a bowl or plate lined with cling film 
until it has dried. I have made a video of the process which 
you can find on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

Once painted they 
become beautiful 
dishes for trinkets 
like jewellery, and 
would be lovely 
serving dishes for 
chocolates or sweets 
at Christmas. The 
finished products 
make wonderful gifts 
and can be bought at 
our plant centre.Some of the grapevine leaf designs 

our students are making in Pottery Milena Bolton,
Pottery Instructor
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