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We’re Back To Service As Usual! 

#Team5T Get On Their Bikes

comments that you have missed seeing them, so this is 
good news all round. 

As well as familiar faces we have new students who have 
joined us too, and we are again offering taster days to 
people with learning disabilities interested in using our 
day services.  

While the general mood is one of great excitement, 
adjusting to a busier environment can take time for some 
of our students. For this reason, and to continue keeping 
everyone as protected from coronavirus as possible, we will 
not be inviting volunteers back just yet. We are also asking 
visitors to the Vineyard to keep to just the garden centre 
and café for now and not to come into the classrooms. 
Look out an update in next month’s newsletter. 

I am enormously proud that we were able to continue 
operating right through the pandemic, either in person 
or online. We all hope that lockdowns are behind us, but 
whatever the future holds we will be here for our students 
and their families.

Monday 6th September was a very 
special date in our calendar – the 
first day we were able to return 
to offering our full rota of sessions 
since before the pandemic. 

For our 150 students that 
means more options and more 
opportunities. Not only can they 
go back to taking part in sessions 
at both our sites – the Vineyard 
and Barham skills centres – they 
can also combine coming here with 
attending other day services. 

Classes are back to pre-Covid sizes which means we can 
offer greater choice and students get to spend time with 
more of their friends. Our popular photography class and 
choir are back, alongside sessions including art, craft, 
design, media, pottery, woodwork, horticulture and 
cookery. 

You will see more students working in the garden centre 
and café, as well as out in the local community tending 
gardens and delivering logs. We know from customers’ 

You can still support our fundraising efforts, which enable 
us to provide the best quality and range of services for 
our students with learning disabilities, by donating via 
The Fifth Trust website. 

A big thank you to everyone who sponsored The Fifth 
Trust cycling team in the 50k KM Big Bike Ride on 12th 
September. 

Care manager Mike Theoff and his son, logs supervisor 
Jake; finance manager Gareth Owen-Conway; social 
enterprises manager Peter Stratton; garden centre 
supervisor Jo Taylor; communications manager Jane 
Ward and her husband George took part in the challenge. 
A puncture put a premature end to Jo’s ride, despite the 
best efforts of fellow cyclists, but she is still determined to 
clock up the full mileage!  

The cyclists have already raised £1,050 in sponsorship 
which will be shared 70:30 between us and Inspire 
Schools, the educational foundation run by the event 
organiser, KM Charity Team. 
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Meet The Trustees – Dr David Oliver

Celebration Disco  Keep On Voting

 Hold The Date

Vice chair of our board of trustees, Dr David Oliver brings a wealth of experience to 
The Fifth Trust. Following a career in palliative medicine, including the treatment of 
people with a learning disability, he is now Honorary Professor at the Tizard Centre at 
the University of Kent, the renowned academic centre leading research into autism, 
intellectual disability and community care. 

But despite this perfect professional fit, he admits it wasn’t what we do that first 
piqued his interest. “It was the food! I came for a Christmas lunch and enjoyed it 
so much I returned. What impressed me was seeing the students so involved in the 
café and elsewhere. I think it is so important that The Fifth Trust isn’t doing things to 
them, it is doing things with them. It’s about enabling people to do what they want 
and to find fulfilment – something that I’m afraid society overall fails at.” 

David joined our board in 2018. He now chairs our new stakeholders’ engagement 
panel which he believes has a vital role to play. “We need to know we are doing 
the right things in the right way for the right people and how we can do that better. 
Hearing the views of students, parents, residential homes and other organisations in 
our field will help direct where we go in the future.”

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic lockdowns, The Fifth 
Trust Online ensured our students could still access their 
favourite activity sessions and chat with their friends via 
video. 

On 27th August we marked the end of that chapter 
with the final regular online session broadcast on Zoom. 
Students danced the afternoon away at music instructor 
Dom Wood’s celebration disco.  

With students now returned to our skills centres there is 
no longer a need for the digital service, which one parent 
described as “an absolute godsend” while students were 
unable to attend for months in 2020 and earlier this year.  

But such was its success we’re now actively seeking 
funding for a permanent online social and learning 
platform to offer as a complementary service to more 
people from a wider area. It will also mean that should we 
face lockdowns in the future, we will be able to instantly 
transfer services online again. 

Students will be able to continue to show off their 
dancefloor moves in a special monthly video disco.

Saturday 4th December – we hope to be able to hold 
our spectacular Christmas craft fair at the Vineyard, if 
the Covid situation allows.

It’s an opportunity to order your Christmas tree, enjoy 
some festive fare, and meet our talented students who 
are currently busy making Christmas cards and lovely 
gifts. The craft fair is an important fundraiser for us so 
we are all keeping our fingers crossed!

Don’t forget you can still vote for The Fifth Trust in the 
Asda Foundation Green Token Giving scheme. 

 Voting is allowed every seven days up until midnight 
on Thursday 30th September. The charity with the most 
votes will receive £500 and the runners up £200. As we 
went to press we were in the lead so please keep it up! 
Visit www.asda.com/green-tokens and select Canterbury 
from the drop down list of stores. 

https://www.fifthtrust.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/thevineyardgardencentreandcafe
https://www.fifthtrust.co.uk/
https://www.fifthtrust.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/thefifthtrust/?hl=en
http://www.asda.com/green-tokens

