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Remembering GillianGetting Ready to Return
What a difference a month 
makes!

Since our last newsletter we 
have had the announcement of 
the Government’s roadmap for 
lifting lockdown and we have 
been busy putting plans into 
place.

First and foremost, we are 
delighted that we will be able to open back up to students 
on 6 April, immediately after Easter. We’re not yet at 
the stage where we can return to offering our normal 
rota because Covid-19 safety measures mean we need 
to stay in bubbles, so we will be running services in the 
same way as we did from September to December last 
year. Even so, this is a big step forward and we can’t wait 
to welcome people back. Staff will return from furlough 
on 29 March to get everything ready so our skills centres 
will soon be buzzing with activity again. 

Our online sessions – which have proved such a successful 
way of keeping everyone connected during the national 
lockdowns – will continue on a reduced schedule until 
we are able to resume our full-time rotas.

The garden centre was able to trade during the latest 
lockdown and we have now extended opening times to 
seven days a week as we enter a busy period for our 
green-fingered customers. On 29 March we will start up 
our hot food and drink takeaway again and, if all goes 
to plan with the easing of restrictions, we will reopen 
the café serving outside tables on 12 April. Hopefully the 
sun will be shining!

Take care everyone – and see you soon!

It is a terrible sadness that 
not all our students will be 
returning when we resume 
day services.

Gillian, who attended The Fifth 
Trust for 10 years, passed away 
with Covid last December, 
aged 59. Until ill health took 
its toll, she was a familiar face 
at our centres, where she 
particularly enjoyed music 
and dancing to Abba tunes.

Care Manager Mike Theoff 
remembers Gillian’s favourite things: “Gillian loved cakes 
and sweets and would always choose a puzzle or draw a 
picture featuring them. She was a popular customer at 
the café, where she liked to go to buy cakes!”

Gillian first came to us when she was living with her 
parents in Lyminge. Latterly she lived with a carer and 
then at Kingston House.

We are grateful for the 
generosity of Gillian’s family 
and friends in making 
donations to The Fifth 
Trust in her memory, and 
are touched that they have 
chosen to commission a 
bench from us.

Gillian is not the only 
member of The Fifth Trust 
family we lost last year, 
and our thoughts are with 
everyone who is grieving for 
a loved one.

Gillian 
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Watch This (Muddy) Space! Redevelopment Begins

Grow Your Own

It may just be an empty, muddy site now but 
from this our wonderful new skills centre at 
Barham will grow!

CEO  Nikki donned her hard hat and hi-vis vest 
to break the ground on the redevelopment 
which will see the construction of three 
new environmentally-efficient buildings 
offering flexible space specially designed to 
give all students easy access to classes and 
other activities.

After a massive fundraising campaign, which has raised over £1.5 million to date, work started in earnest at the end of 
February. The build is scheduled for completion next January.

“Getting to this stage is an incredible achievement, and I would like to thank all the organisations and individuals whose 
support has made the redevelopment a reality,” said Nikki.

Chair of The Fifth Trust’s Board of Trustees, Suzanne O’Brien, added: “This is the culmination of five years of planning 
and determination to give our students and staff the modern, accessible amenities they deserve. The new skills centre 
supports our vision of sustaining excellent services so our students achieve their full potential.”

Replacing old huts which have racked up 30 years of service, the new skills 
centre buildings will enable us to support at least 180 students every week on 
both of our sites as well as to create new services for learning disabled adults 
with profound physical conditions and a life skills programme for students 
preparing to live independently.

While the fundraising campaign has been a terrific success, we still need to 
raise a further £50,000 to fit out the new buildings with all the equipment our 
students need. If you wish to support the appeal, please visit www.fifthtrust.
co.uk and click the Make a Donation button.

We’ll be following the build closely in the newsletter and meeting some of the 
people involved.

If you are planning to grow your own this year the garden centre 
has all you need for a bumper crop. We have seed potatoes, on-
ion sets and a good range of vegetable seeds in stock now, plus 
seed trays and propagators – so even if you only have a sunny 
windowsill you can give growing a go. 

For Mothering Sunday this year we offered a wide range of gifts, 
including houseplants and ceramic pots, and we now also have 
cut flowers and new garden ornaments alongside the regular 
spring bedding.


